
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
Message from the President  
 
Ms. Emine Erdem 
 
Persisting Gender Inequality 

The Women Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye, KAGIDER is a 20-year-old, nation-wide, non-profit 

civil society organization. KAGIDER is the most influential women business association in Türkiye with 

its 450 members. 

We are the most influential women business association in Türkiye and 

our members are all women business owners generating a total of 

around 62 billion USD annual turnover which is almost 8% of Türkiye’s 

economy and they offer job opportunities to around 250.000 people.  

Our mission is to develop and support women entrepreneurship. To 

strengthen women’s status both economically and socially is our 

objective.  

We keep working with a dream of a world where women produce, 

express their existence freely and play an effective role in decision-

making. 

 
In the last 30 years, Türkiye has made a progress in female life expectancy, illiteracy and GDP per capita. 

However; despite the high income levels, Türkiye has still a long way to go especially in terms of gender 

equality. Development of countries does not depend only on the GDP, but also on the equality of 

income distribution and the ability to extend opportunities to all those who demand, particularly to 

women. Female employment rate in Türkiye is 35.5 % (2022), and female entrepreneurship rate is 14 

%, (June, 2022) which are fairly below EU and OECD averages. We have to provide jobs and equality of 

opportunity to our women so that they can actively participate in the economy. 

 

KAGIDER is a unique NGO which contributes new dimensions to the progression of civil society culture 

in Türkiye. Our main mission is to develop entrepreneurship among women to strengthen their status 

economically and socially. Our vision is creating a world in which women produce, establish their 

existence freely and play an effective role in decision-making processes.  

 
Emine Erdem 



President of KAGIDER 

 
 
Why Entrepreneurship?  
 

We strongly believe in the importance of 
entrepreneurship for women empowerment as well as 
for socio-economic development. Entrepreneurship 
triggers activism and creativity, while brings 
transformation and dynamism to the economy as well as 
the society. Entrepreneurship requires critical thinking; 
therefore it is a crucial stance against status-quo. 
Individuals, who question, criticize, participate and 
provide alternatives, are motor forces of sustainable 
economies and democracies.  
 

Throughout the years, we have learned to develop policies in macro and micro level, to influence 
decision makers, establish solidarity among women, to support women leadership and 
entrepreneurship. We launch public campaigns and perform active lobbying for women 
empowerment. Thereby, we have realized the importance of civil initiatives for a more democratic 
society.  
 

International Stance  
 
We, as KAGIDER, strongly believe in the vital importance of adopting a global perspective on women’s 
entrepreneurship and leadership initiatives. In a world order continuously being shaped by politically, 
culturally, and economically globalizing forces, the efforts for women’s empowerment should also 
have a global perspective. KAGIDER keeps close relations with several international and global 
organizations such as the European Union, United Nations, World Bank, OECD, ILO, ITC and 
International Finance Corporation, which are crucial actors in the world political and economic agenda.  
KAGIDER is a member of FCEM, AFAEMME, TIAW, WEP, Balkan Coalition. 
 
We have also undertaken the Presidency role of the Women 20 (W20) Executive Committee under the 
auspices of the Turkish G20 Term Presidency. This was a milestone for the G20 as the W20 Engagement 
Group had been established during this period. We have hosted the historic launch event of the W20 
and subsequently the W20 Summit, with high level representation from all around the globe. There 
was a strong consensus by all parties in favour of gender inclusive economies, labeling their actions as 
“smart economics”. This was a testament of the significance placed upon women by the leading 
nations of the world in terms of both the social and economic dimensions. We are proud to have been 
a part of this whole process and will continue to exert effort towards the objectives and goals of the 
W20.  

 



 
 
Members Profile  
 
Today, KAGIDER has around 450 members as of January 2023, all active women business owners in 
various sectors employing around a total number of 250.000 workers, and approxiamtely 62 billion 
USD turnover which is a crucial sign of the economic potential created.  
 
Regardless of nationality, religion, ethnic background; KAGIDER believes in the need for thinking, 

growing and prospering together. KAGIDER will pursue its quest for creating a peaceful and prosperous 

world together with a unique women’s language. 

 

KAGIDER, one of the prominent NGOs in Türkiye  
 
Founded in Istanbul in September 2002 by 37 successful women entrepreneurs, KAGIDER (Women 
Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye) is a nation-wide, world-renowned, non-profit organization 
whose mission is to enable better educational and employment opportunities, to develop 
entrepreneurship and leadership for women and is at the vanguard of advocacy for female 
empowerment.  
 
In twenty years of time, KAGIDER has become a strong and viable civil society actor which provides 
alternative solutions to women’s empowerment and socio-economic development issues.  
 
KAGIDER has reached over 10,000 women in 34 cities throughout Türkiye and has equipped more than 
2,000 women with entrepreneurial skills plus providing customized incubation, mentoring and 
consulting services. 
  
KAGIDER is currently playing an active role in Türkiye’s EU negotiation process by working with the 
Government on gender equality, a key contributing factor to EU inclusion. KAGIDER is the first and only 
Turkish NGO which has an office in Brussels. 

 
Mission and Vision  
 
Mission: Developing women's entrepreneurship; strengthening the position of women in economic 
and social life. 
 



  
 
 
 
Vision: 
Creating a world in which women produce and establish their existence independently and play an 
effective role in decision-making processes. 
 

 
 
 
  

8 Main Strategies 

1-Increase the number of women in the business world and promote women entrepreneurs 

2-Provide trainings and mentoring to women in entering the business world and becoming an 

entrepreneur and encourage young women in their entry into the business and entrepreneurial 

world while continuing their education 

3-Spread the impacts of KAGIDER’s activities across Türkiye 

4-Support the legal base for the development of an ecosystem for women entrepreneurship while 

providing a road map for financial access 

5-Support KAGIDER members in growing their businesses 

6-Empasize women’s empowerment in the field of technlogy and encourage to young women to gain 

digital skills 

7-Raising awareness about KAGIDER 



8-Become a reference point for supporting women entrepreneurship and developing the content and 

technological activities in women's careers at the national and international level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KAGIDER Celebrated its 20th Anniversary with a Special Invitation! 

Established in 2002 with the vision of being the voice, hand and mind of the common dreams of the 

brave and productive women of our country, the Women Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye 

(KAGIDER) celebrated its 20th anniversary. The celebration event, which hosted the founders, former 

presidents and members of KAGIDER, was held with the participation of the business world. 

Emphasizing ‘change’ on its 20th anniversary and changing its official logo, KAGIDER combined its 

future-facing face with its new logo. You can watch the movie, which tells the story of KAGIDER's logo 

change, on KAGIDER’s youtube channel. Making the opening speech of the celebration event, KAGIDER 

President Emine Erdem made the following statement: “In the next 20 years, we will try to exist so that 

more women can create more jobs for a fairer, greener world and future, and we will continue to be 

the place where women entrepreneurs meet for this world of their dreams. So that ‘women’ can stand 

for enlightenment, prosperity and happiness…”  Stating that KAGIDER has supported tens of thousands 

of women entrepreneurs and entrepreneur candidates to establish and grow their own businesses in 

20 years, KAGIDER’s President Emine Erdem also added, "Digital transformation, sustainability and 

adaptation to new business models that the world needs will be our main priorities in the next 20 

years".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Projects at a Glance 

 

Good Business 

KAGIDER, in collaboration with Boyner Grup and Bank of America Merrill Lynch, has successfully 

implemented the project that aims empowering women entrepreneurs under the name ‘’Good Business: 

Empowering Women Entrepreneurs in Retail Excluding Food and Non-Electronic Sectors’’ during April-

June in 2018. Within the scope of the project, which has been presented by United Nations and the World 

Bank as a worldwide role model, many women entrepreneurs have been able to benefit from the support 

of personal and corporate capacity improvement. 

Via sustainable business models, our goal is to support women entrepreneurs increasing their business 

capacity and suppliers as well who; specialize in the production of textile works (including home 

textile), ready-made clothing, shoes, handbags, and accessories, manages the production process 

organization, operates with their own brand name. The objective in the long run has been the 

continuity of women entrepreneurs adding value in the sense of enviromentally, socially and 

economically, ensuring the presence of the business, raising the competitiveness by efficiently 

managing the corporate treasury. Within the scope of the program, participants have been trained by 

23 tutors for 8 weeks on 25 different subjects in a wide range of disciplines including technical, legal 

and juristical information those a business enterprise is required to be acquainted with: stock 

management, quality, branding, sources of finance, reinforcement, foreign trade and law of contracts. 

Moreover at the end of the training, the participants have been offered support in; personal and/or 

group meetings with national and international traders whom they would like to market their 

products, participation in fairs and on-demand mentorship. 

In 2019, "Morhipo Good Business Shop" was launched, including the participants of the Good Business 

program. An online store is opened for the participants of “Good Business; Women Suppliers in Retail 

Business” program. Products of 20-30 women suppliers are now being sold in the store within the 

biggest e-store with 40 million customers. During the opening speech of the press launch event, 

KAGIDER President Emine Erdem emphasized the importance of access to new markets for the growth 

of women’s businesses.  



Every year, 24-26 women entrepreneurs are included in the program. Within the scope of the program, 

92 women entrepreneurs received training and expanded their businesses so far. The latest phase of 

the trainings started in December 2022 will last for 9 weeks. It is aimed that women entrepreneurs and 

suppliers operating in the textile, ready-made clothing, shoes, bags and accessories sectors will 

increase their business capacities with sustainable business models. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W-BUN Project: Women in Business Network 

 

KAGIDER has been successfully implementing the ‘Women Business Network (W-BUN)’ Project that 

started in January, 2019 and envisaged to end in January, 2021. The W-BUN Project has been carried 

out under the coordination of KAGIDER and in cooperation with KAISDER and BUIKAD, funded by the 

EU and the Republic of Türkiye. 

“Women Business Network” Project (W-BUN) is a Project implemented under the coordination of 

KAGIDER, with cooperation of BUIKAD and KAISDER and financed by the EU and the Republic of 

Türkiye. The Women in Business Network Project targeted an active lobbying and advocacy strategy in 

order guarantee participation from women organisations in Türkiye, to negotiate with governmental 

bodies and convince public.  

Within the scope of Project activities, regional meetings were organized around various themes, 

nationwide consultations meetings took place with women entreprenurs to understand the need of 

women in public procurement in order to create a real participatory mechanism. The consultation 

meetings were targeting the network members, however, development of a model requires active 

participation of all experts around the topic. Within this context; the needs, the problems and solution 

ideas were discussed to empower women in business, especially in public procurement. Women 

empowerment in business requires expertise in fields such as trade law, public procurement law, 

gender equality, employability, labour market; search conferences were organized with those experts. 



After rounds of consultation and Search conferences, suggestions with legal framework were collected 

with the team of moderators and lawyers. 

As the Project sets out with the view that women entrepreneurs have access to value-added 

production and job markets and can take part in an effective communication network, KAGIDER 

revitalized network’s capacities by advocating for a law in line with its previous practices about the 

Women in public procurement. Thus women entrepreneurs represent only 13% of entrepreneurs in 

Türkiye and this number can be increased only through a positive discrimination that could be paved 

through this kind of support. The Women Business Network Project, which aims at the development 

of civil society through more active and democratic participation, aimed to guarantee status of women 

in Türkiye Women organizations have been advocating for an increasing presence in the business 

world, as well. 

To strengthen the capacities and networking among organised active citizens and CSOs as well as the 

cooperation between public sector and CSOs; search conferences, workshops and public visits were 

held throughout the Project. The participant CSOs of the women entrepreneurship network are focal 

points for women to get services and consultancy and to express their opinions that are channelled to 

a national scale creating a wider audience. Within the Project goals, the data of the meeting 

participants are collected and uploaded KAGIDER’s portal named www.ticaretinkadinlari.com and this 

platform constitutes a communication channel for women networks. The web platform stands out as 

a powerful tool for women to be successful in public procurements, have access to the necessary 

information and markets in accordance with the aims of this grant program. With the portal, women 

will have a platform to support each other where they can find cooperation and do business with each 

other as well as with institutions that are willing to do business with entrepreneurs. Moreover, within 

the scope of Project goals, a Virtual Fair was organized to improve trade opportunities of women. The 

virtual fair has concluded with great success. 

The Project aims included submitting a law proposal after a draft being negotiated with the public 

sector, provide services and counseling to W-BUN participants, NGOs, participating women and to 

develop the capacities of other existing organizations at national and international scale. 

In the light of the information above, the list of the integrated educational modules can be found in 

the KAGIDER Compass website (www.KAGIDERpusula.org). 

 

Acceleration and Development Program for Women Entrepreneurs in Cosmetics and Beauty Industry 

 

      X  

 

 

Sephora and the Women Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye (KAGIDER) came together with women 

entrepreneurs for a 3-day online camp within the scope of the ‘Acceleration and Development 

Program for Women Entrepreneurs in Cosmetics and Beauty Industry’. 

http://www.ticaretinkadinlari.com/


This program focuses on uncovering the power and the potential of women, and conducted the 

trainings of the ‘Acceleration and Development Program for Women Entrepreneurs in Cosmetics and 

Beauty Industry’ between 11-13 November 2020 online. 

During the process of the Program that has been conducted by Sephora Türkiye and KAGIDER,                  

31 women entrepreneurs were selected out of 200 applicants by experts in their fields. Those women 

entrepreneurs received a 3-day online training covering important topics to develop 

institutionalization, human resources, finance, incentives, leadership and managerial skills foreign 

trade approaches, and so on. 

An inspiring program that will help women entrepreneurs in their entrepreneurship journey was 

presented with the contribution and support of Sephora Türkiye managers, KAGIDER board members 

that shed light on the way of women entrepreneurs with their expertise and Turkish Ministry of Trade 

experts as well as many distinguished names in their fields. 

 

 

 

My Dream Partner Portal 

 

 www.dusortagim.com  

 

KAGIDER established a new training platform named ‘My Dream Partner’ with the support of the New 

World Program to help young women between 18-25 ages to make their dreams come true. These 

women have access to specific information sources useful for their knowledge and career online. The 

Project accompanies every registered person through their career paths. 

The Project hosts more than 20 leading experts in different fields such as “time management”, “social 

entrepreneurship”, “being a persistent employee”, “interview techniques”, “body language”, 

“consolidate with technology” and “gender mainstreaming”. Besides video trainings blog posts, 

various reports and presentations are presented. Plus, having fun is also part of the interactive 

applications on the platform.  Surprises are prepared for those who watch the videos presented on the 

platform in all. Within the scope of the program, 2749 young women received training so far.  

 

ESIL- The Early Stage Investing 

 

 

https://www.europeanesil.eu/ 

 

 

https://www.dusortagim.com/
https://www.europeanesil.eu/


As member of ESIL community KAGIDER, has launched ESIL - The Early Stage Investing Launchpad, 

under the European Commission Horizon 2020 Program in Istanbul at KAGIDER’s office. ESIL is a Pan-

European community that aims to improve the angel investment market, encourage cross-border 

investment opportunities, make new agreements, connect the most relevant networks, and create a 

specific training program for local ecosystems.  

Capacity building and construction is coordinated by the META Group in cooperation with the 

European Business Angels Network, the EBN - European Network of Business Innovation Centers, the 

European Crowdfunding network and international experts in early-stage investments such as Go 

Beyond, LINC Scotland and Bifurce. 

 

 

 

 

 

Project 15 

Since the foundation of KAGIDER, its goal has always been to empower women entrepreneurs, to 
enable women to start a business, to grow their business by showing thousands of women their way. 

In the 15th anniversary, KAGIDER brought to life Women Entrepreneurs’ Support Program named 
“Project 15”. 15 women entrepreneurs were selected during a 2-day long entrepreneurship camp for 
women who need support on the growth of their new business. 

Out of 150 participants of the acceleration camp, 15 of them were able to receive support for the 
growth of their businesses such as: 

• Meetings with Angel investors 
• Meetings with Entrepreneurship ecosystem 
• PR Support 
• Mentorship support for 6 months 
• Support from KAGIDER expert advisory board 

 
 
KAGIDER Mentorship Platform 
 
“KAMP-KAGIDER Mentorship Platform” was established in November 2016. In this project, c-level 
executives of global companies are mentoring women around the ages of 25 and 29 to enable them 
to continue their business lives in a more equipped and stronger way. 
 
 
Women Leaders of the Future Project 
 



In 2010, KAGIDER launched Women Leaders of the Future 

Project to train university graduate or senior university 

student young women to make them prepared for the 

norms, requirements, and general environment of the 

business life. Moreover, an entrepreneurial spirit is tried to 

be provided and civic activism is also encouraged in this 

program. 

 “Women Leaders of the Future” Training program is a two day intensive training consisting of 

preparing CV, basic transferable skills, interview simulation and basic information on different business 

sectors. From 2010 to 2021, around 15.000 applications were received from young women between 

the ages of 21-25. Total number of GKL Program graduates have reached 1500. 

‘GKL 2 GKL’ has been developed as a project where the Women Leaders of the Future graduates with 

5 years and more professional work experience mentor new GKL graduates. GKL2GKL was launched in 

2018 and approximately 30 mentors are included in the program every year. 

The Project continues to empower future women leaders with the support of Sanofi. The last session 

of GKL was held online between 4 - 7 October 2022. 

 
KAGIDER’s Compass Project 
 
KAGIDER Compass Project presents an online platform with entrepreneurial trainings and modules 
aimed at reaching a wide variety of Turkish women.  KAGIDER Compass, started in 2016, holds the 
main aim of increasing the number of women entrepreneurs and contribute to women employment. 

 

www.kagiderpusula.org 

 

The platform includes modules on information and data for new entrepreneurs, inspirational success 
stories and support for access to finance. KAGIDER’s partnership with Işık University in establishing this 
online portal provides the academic and practical support in carrying out and developing these 
trainings.   

A private theatre production was realized as a fundraising event in order to establish this platform. 
KAGIDER, with the support of BKM, realized the production “One Day When I Was a Woman” in 2014 
at the BKM’s theatre which featured 15 KAGIDER actors.  
 
KAGIDER’s digital education platforms KAGIDER Compass and My Dream Partner have won the Golden 
World Award, which is organized by IPRA (International Public Relations Association) in 2019. 
 
On the Compass portal, 6.896 people have received / continue to receive trainings. 
 
Development and Acceleration of Woman Entrepreneur in Agriculture Programme  



(2020-2021-2022) 
 

 
 

 
 
KAGIDER's "Development and Acceleration of Woman Entrepreneur in Agriculture Programme" was 
held on 8-9 February, 2020. The project was pursued in cooperation with the Migros, at the General 
Directorate of Migros in Istanbul. 75 women entrepreneurs who have been operating in the 
agricultural sector for at least one and at most 3 years attended the camp. 
 
In the preparation process of the Project, a selection from 233 entrepreneurs who were operating in 
the agricultural sector for at least 1 and at most 3 years were made. During the 2-day-camp, in the 
meetings where experts and successful entrepreneurs from the agriculture sector and Migros 
marketing managers attended as speakers, the sector was discussed in all dimensions and information 
was given to help women entrepreneurs grow and become stronger. Participants talked about what 
to do during the project process, and the experts, public administrators gave information on different 
fields related to agriculture. The first day marked the speeches of developments related to agriculture 
in the world and in Türkiye, the threat posed by climate change, agriculture, access to markets and 
finance, issues such as new technologies in the working conditions in the agricultural sector and 
agriculture. The first day of the program ended with the role models panel in the agriculture sector. 
The second day featured discussions on branding and sales techniques, as well as the changing 
consumer demands and trends in the world in food spending. After a presentation where agricultural 
sector trends and sample practices were analyzed, the participants were divided into groups and an 
idea development session was held. Group presentations were made afterwards. After the camp, 21 
women entrepreneurs were selected and they were provided support in PR, social media & press, 
mentoring, and so on. The overall number of 2020 participants of the program was 75. The second 
version of the Project was realized virtually on 8-9 April, 2021.  The overall number of 2021 participants 



of the program was 66. Correspondence and communication with the participants sustain with 
KAGIDER’s follow-up after the programs end. 
 

The camp, which has been organized for three years within the scope of the "Development and 

Acceleration of Woman Entrepreneur in Agriculture Programme", implemented in cooperation with 

KAGIDER (Women Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye) and Migros to support women entrepreneurs 

operating in the agricultural sector, was held in Istanbul on 16-17 May 2022. 65 women entrepreneurs, 

who have been operating in the agricultural sector for at least one and at most three years, attend the 

camp, which has a comprehensive program content. 

 

Equal Opportunities Model (FEM), A Gender Equality Certification 

Under the Technical Assistance of the World Bank, KAGIDER has developed the Equal Oppurtunities 
Model for Türkiye (FEM) concentrating on Equal Opportunities in the Workplace. The launch of the 
project was realized on July 25th, 2011 with the participation of World Bank 
President, Robert Zoellick, and 11 Private Sector Company CEOs’. 
 
The objective of the project is to help the private sector focus on key elements 
integral in promoting gender equality in the workplace, marketplace and 
community. An overall goal of the project is promoting gender equity in 
employment, wages while enhancing the productivity of women in the Turkish 
labor force and promoting equal opportunity practices in the business world. 
 

The Equal Oppurtunities Certification Program is voluntary and is applied to companies, and 
organizations that wish to demonstrate their commitment to gender equity. A certificate is awarded 
to organizations whose policies and practices meet the criteria defined below.  The model is designed 
so to be audited by independent agencies that will issue a recommendation related to the status of 
the organization that has been evaluated. The recommendation for receiving the certificate will 
proceed when compliance with the model’s requirements, in terms of its development and 
implementation, have been met. Currently 3o companies have recieved FEM certificate. On 25 March 
2021, the annual meeting of institutions that have received FEM certificates was realized online. 

According to the latest data in 2022, the number of institutions receiving FEM is 43 in total. 

 

“Starting-up My Business” 

Providing mentorship, training courses, incubation and consulting for 

women entrepreneurs, KAGIDER established a registered training 

course named “Starting-up my Business”. KAGIDER members who are 

instructors as well as entrepreneurs had the goal to enlighten the 

trainees’ way, and to offer them practical ideas in these three-day 

long training programs. During these training courses, women 

entrepreneurs benefit from many different fields such as business 

plan construction, financial legislation, intellectual property rights, 

law, marketing, sales, technology, and human resources direction. 

The trainings which took place in the KAGIDER office before the pandemic are currently held online 



and for 3 days since March 2020. Total number of graduates have reached 530 with 380 hours of 

training.  

 

Advanced Phase Entrepreneurship Trainings 

KAGIDER has been providing training and mentoring support for women entrepreneurs and has 
introduced ‘Advanced Phase Entrepreneurship Trainings’ for scale-ups in cooperation with the EBRD. 
The trainings are to be realized between 28 April - 3 June 2021. This program is organized for women 
entrepreneurs who have 3 years or more entrepreneurship experience and want to expand their 
company, regardless of the sector. There are 8 modules in the program and the participants can choose 
the training modules they desire to take part in according to their needs. 

 

 

UR-GE Project - Supporting The Development Of International Competitiveness 

Supporting The Development of International Competitiveness Project is shortened as the URGE 

Project, is a clustering export development project of the Ministry of Trade of the Republic of Türkiye. 

The project aims to increase the competence of participating companies for export, to gain 

competence about systematic foreign trade and market research for companies and provide them to 

start exporting in the new targeted market.  Women exporters in textile, ready to wear, shoe and bags 

sector under the leadership of URGE project with support of the Ministry of Trade has started its 

activities in December, 2019.  

The companies participated in the project are expected to perform export-oriented actions and 

activities such as joint needs analysis, joint learning (training and consultancy) and joint marketing 

(promotion, brand, trade mission, matching) under the organization that prepared the project. 75% of 

the project costs are met by Ministry of Trade and the remaining part is shared among the companies 

participating in the project.  10 companies, who are also KAGIDER members, are involved in KAGIDER’s 

first URGE project. Within needs analysis study; global demand, global supply, national supply, sector 

dynamics and trends, companies present condition and competence analysis has been researched. 

Target markets and road map has been determined. According to the one-to-one meetings and 

workshops with the companies, needs have consolidated and work- time plan has determined.  

 

KAGIDER & DFDS "We Carry for Women" Project 

"We Carry for Women" project, which was implemented in cooperation with the DFDS Mediterranean 

Business Unit and KAGIDER, was launched in September, 2020. The Project will provide free 

transportation support for 50 women entrepreneurs' export products initially for a year and extended 

later on. The export products of 9 women entrepreneurs from our country have been transferred to 

Europe and North Africa as of May, 2021. “We Carry for Women” is a social responsibility project aims 

to contribute to women's exports and highlight the need for equal opportunities for women in 

business. The Project has been finalized. 

 

Women of Trade Platform 



The Women of Trade Portal and the application we have implemented enable entrepreneur women 

from all over Türkiye to communicate with each other, promote each other and their businesses 

better. In addition, it makes it possible to reach women entrepreneurs through the portal, see the 

companies and their products, and develop commercial relations with them when purchasing products 

or services from the private sector, institutions and the public. Quick access to information and 

network from a single source so that a total of 224 associations and more than 1,000 women 

entrepreneurs are registered across Türkiye, women entrepreneurs can do business among 

themselves, and the public and private sectors purchase products and services from women 

entrepreneurs on our portal www.ticaretinkadinlari.com provides the opportunity. In addition, it is 

possible to quickly access the products and services of women entrepreneurs by searching city, sector, 

product or company through the application. Parallel to KAGIDER's call to "Buy from women then wins 

the country”, women suppliers are easily reached through this application.  

 

KAGIDER Accelerator for 100 Women Entrepreneurs in Türkiye 

We organized an 8-week "Digital Acceleration Training Camp" with 77 women entrepreneurs, who 

were selected from among a large number of applications, within the scope of "KAGIDER's Investment 

Acceleration Program for 100 Women Entrepreneurs in Türkiye" funded by the American Embassy and 

carried out by our association. After the training and mentoring, the participants developed and 

transformed their entrepreneurial ideas and prepared for the "Investor Presentation Day".  They 

participated in National and International Business Development Online Networking events and went 

through a process where they met with various angel investment network members and individual 

investors on the Investor Presentation Day and completed their journey with closed invitation 

meetings where they could have the opportunity to present their ventures to investors.  

Gender Responsive Procurement and Investment (GRPI) Project with UN Women 

As KAGIDER, within the scope of the “Gender Responsive Procurement and Investment Project” that 

we have implemented with the support of UN Women; an e-learning training module was developed, 

aiming to provide equal opportunities for women's businesses to access markets. Within the scope of 

the developed module, it is aimed to recognize the main factors that cause gender inequality in 

purchasing policies and practices, to design and successfully implement strategies to incorporate the 

gender perspective into existing purchasing policies, regulations or strategies, and to provide an 

understanding of institutional investment opportunities, especially in early-stage ventures.  

 

Activities At a Glance 

The 68th FCEM World Congress was held in Istanbul, November 2021 
 
The 68th FCEM World Congress was hosted by Women Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye 
(KAGIDER) between 3-5 November 2021 in Istanbul, at the Swissotel the Bosphorus.  The FCEM World 
Congress that has been organized in a different country every year since 1950, was held in Istanbul for 
the first time in November 2021, hosted by KAGIDER, the only member of FCEM in Türkiye. The 
Congress brought together approximately 200 international women entrepreneurs from 30 countries, 
representing a total capital of nearly 700 billion Euros, with women entrepreneurs in Türkiye, within 
the body of FCEM, which has 5 million members globally. The 68th of the FCEM World Congress was 



held with the main theme “Reunite with Resilience; Learn, Share and Enjoy”, where prominent 
speakers and guests appeared on the stage. The host organization KAGIDER has proudly received “One 
of the Best Congress Organization” award at the FCEM Awards that was held within the Congress. 
 

 

WBAF 2022 World Congress in Antalya, October 2022 

KAGIDER President Emine Erdem was in Antalya between 24-26 October 2022 to attend the WBAF 

General Assembly and annual meetings held within the scope of the World Business Angels Investment 

Forum (WBAF) 2022 World Congress. Emine Erdem, who serves WBAF Türkiye Senior Senator and 

WBAF ‘Ethical Governance, Standards of Excellence and Quality Leadership Committee’ Vice President, 

took part as a panelist at the Global Women Leaders Summit held on 26 October. She delivered a 

keynote speech before presenting the results of the "Ethical Governance Research from the 

Perspective of Businesswomen", which was worked with the Founder and General Manager of XSights 

Research, Çiğdem Penn, within the scope of the "Ethical Governance Summit" held on the same day. 

KAGIDER President Emine Erdem contributed to two different summits as a speaker within the 

framework of the main theme speeches organized within the framework of the benefits of women's 

participation in the entrepreneurship ecosystem and ethical governance focus. 

 

 



 

 

 

KAGIDER & IPSOS Report: ‘Women Entrepreneurs in the Pandemic’ 

"Women Entrepreneurs in the Pandemic" report prepared by the Women Entrepreneurs Association 

of Türkiye (KAGIDER) in collaboration with the Ipsos research company sheds light on the experience 

faced by women entrepreneurs and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in Türkiye. The report can 

be reached on https://www.ticaretinkadinlari.com/faydali-bilgiler (in Turkish).  

Based on the findings of the study released in March 2021, the report has shown that three major 

problems of women entrepreneurs in Türkiye are economic problems (30%), the coronavirus pandemic 

(23%) and justice and law (15%). 76% of the respondents answering the questions have expressed that 

they are having difficulty during the pandemic. 56 % have said that they have been indebted in this 

period and 5 % of women entrepreneurs have had to close their businesses temporarily. 

KAGIDER Team at the 1st 'Women's Empowerment Forum' in Istanbul  

 

https://www.ticaretinkadinlari.com/faydali-bilgiler


The first meeting of the Asian Development Bank's Central Asian Regional Economic Cooperation 

(CAREC) Regional Gender Experts Group (RGEG) and the 'Women's Empowerment Forum' were held 

in Istanbul. Begüm Balaban Bayrak, KAGIDER Project and International Relations Manager, Ceren Deniz 

Türkmen, KAGIDER Assistant International Relations and Foreign Trade Specialist, and Naz Melisa 

Özakman, KAGIDER Projects and Content Assistant, attended the forum on behalf of KAGIDER.  

KAGIDER Assistant International Relations and Foreign Trade Specialist Ceren Deniz Türkmen made a 

presentation on KAGIDER's projects and works, and KAGIDER member Filiz Akkaş shared her 

entrepreneurial experience with the participants in the session focused on 'Women's 

Entrepreneurship' organized within the scope of the Forum, where ideas were exchanged on the 

orientation of the CAREC Gender Strategy 2030. 

 

 

KAGIDER at W20 Indonesia Summit 2022  

The Women-20 initiative group, which was founded in 2015 during the Turkish G20 presidency and 

chaired by KAGIDER, is under the Indonesian Presidency this year. Aiming to mainstream gender issues 

in G20 debates, gender equality and women's economic empowerment, the W20 initiative group hosts 

a series of side events with internationally renowned speakers under the Indonesian Presidency. 

As Türkiye W20 Delegates, T.C. at the W20 Indonesia Summit. We met with the Ambassador of Jakarta, 

Mr. Askin Asan. "Sispreneur" Women Entrepreneur Competition was held as part of the W20 Indonesia 

Summit. The second prize of the competition was given by KAGIDER President Emine Erdem. In the 

program where 30 women entrepreneurs were selected as candidates, 10 women entrepreneurs 

received their awards. 

The panel on the economic empowerment of rural women within the scope of the W20 Indonesia 

Summit was held under the moderation of Gülden Türktan, Co-Chair of the W20 Indonesian Rural 

Women's Working Group and Member of the KAGIDER Honorary Board. 

WBAF World Angel Investors Week (WBAW) 2022 Türkiye Country Event 2022 



 

WBAF World Angel Investors Week (WBAW) 2022 Türkiye Country Event was held. The program, which 

started with the opening speech of KAGIDER President and WBAW Türkiye Country Representative 

Emine Erdem, was organized under the theme of "Business Transformation for Post-Pandemic 

Economies". The closing event of the 2022 WBAW – World Angel Investors Week took place online on 

June 26, 2022, all the country representatives who could participate attended the event to give a short 

message. It was stated that 36,423 people were reached at the WBAW 2022 launch event.  

KAGIDER was awarded the Special Recognition Award with the WBAW 2022 Türkiye country event 

organized virtually on 21 June. 

 

 World Angel Investment Forum (WBAF) 2022 World Congress 

KAGIDER President Emine Erdem was in Antalya between 24-26 October 2022 to attend the WBAF 

General Assembly and annual meetings held within the scope of the World Angel Investment Forum 

(WBAF) 2022 World Congress. Emine Erdem, who served as Türkiye's Senior Senator and WBAF 'Ethical 

Governance, Standards of Excellence and Qualified Leadership Committee' Vice President, took part 

as a panelist at the Global Women Leaders Summit held on Wednesday, October 26th. She gave the 

keynote speech before presenting the results of the "Ethical Governance Research from the 

Perspective of Business Women", which was worked with the Founder and General Manager of 

XSights, Çiğdem Penn, within the scope of the "Ethical Governance Summit" held on the same day.  

KAGIDER President Emine Erdem contributed to two different summits as a speaker within the 

framework of the main theme speeches organized on benefits of women's participation in the 

entrepreneurship ecosystem and ethical governance focus. 

Gender Responsive Procurement Summit 2022 



 

Gender Responsive Procurement Summit was held in partnership with the UN Women, KAGIDER and 

Global Compact Network Türkiye. It brought together the business world, civil society, public 

institutions, international organizations and entrepreneurial women. In the sessions held within the 

scope of the Summit, which was funded by Sweden through the Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency, the difficulties experienced by entrepreneur women in inclusion in their supply 

chains and solution suggestions were discussed.  

Companies participating in the summit presented their projects within the scope of supporting women 

entrepreneurs. Steps to be taken to enable entrepreneurial women to enter supply chains were 

discussed in panels. Aiming at gender-responsive purchasing in Türkiye, the Summit provided a suitable 

environment for participants to get to know each other, better understand the challenges in the 

purchasing ecosystem, and propose solutions. 

 

KAGIDER participated at the Balkans & Black Sea Forum 

At the high-level Balkans and Black Sea Forum held in Athens on 13-14 December 2022, political 

leaders, representatives of international organizations, ambassadors, academics and other high-level 

experts came together. KAGIDER President Emine Erdem attended the United Nations Women's panel 

as a speaker within the Forum. International partnerships and innovative solution proposals to 

strengthen women's initiatives were discussed in the session. 

KAGIDER “Sustainability Workshops” 

In cooperation with KAGIDER and Sanofi Türkiye, KAGIDER organizes "Sustainability Workshop" in 

various cities throughout Türkiye with the participation of young people, who are our future. Within 

the scope of the workshop, studies were carried out to generate ideas on three topics determined to 

listen to the youth. We talked about the issue of sustainability, which plays an important role in the 

development of societies and countries, with the vision of young people who enable us to look to the 

future with confidence. 

2nd Women Entrepreneurship Summit  



With the main theme of "Inspiring Future", the 2nd Women's Entrepreneurship Summit was held in 

Skopje with the participation of women entrepreneurs from all over the world. KAGIDER Vice President 

Berrin Kuleli shared her experiences in the entrepreneurship journey in the session. Workshops on 

finance and management were held within the scope of the summit. 

Global Entrepreneurship Week Stakeholder Meeting  

Global Entrepreneurship Week (GGH), which has been celebrated in Türkiye at the same time in 180 

countries every November since 2008, is organized this year under the general coordination of GEN 

Türkiye and Habitat Association, with the support of 29 institutions consisting of non-governmental 

organizations, private sector and universities. Although its main purpose is to encourage young people 

to consider entrepreneurship as a career option, Global Entrepreneurship Week; It has become a 

platform that brings together more than 300 stakeholder institutions operating in the ecosystem, 

including civil society, universities, entrepreneurs, investors, private sector, media and government 

institutions. 

 "Women in Business 2nd Summit" was held in Cyprus with the main theme of "Sustainability in 

Entrepreneurship" 

With the support of KAGIDER and the Union of Municipalities of Türkiye, the "2nd Summit of Women 

in Business", organized for the second time within the scope of the Global Entrepreneurship Week, 

was held in Cyprus with the main theme of "Sustainability in Entrepreneurship". In the conversations 

held within the scope of the summit where KAGIDER President Emine Erdem made the opening speech, 

KAGIDER Consultant Meltem Müftüler Bac, KAGIDER Members; Münteha Adalı, Mine Özmen and 

Zehra Öney, KAGIDER Honorary Board Member Dilek Bil took place as speakers. 

  

 “World Platform of Women Entrepreneurs”                                                                                              

FCEM's 69th World Congress took place on 2-4 November 2022 

The 69th World Congress of FCEM, the "World Platform of Women Entrepreneurs ", hosted by 

KAGIDER in Istanbul in 2021 and Emine Erdem is on the Executive Board, was held in the city of 

Marrakech this year. KAGIDER President Emine Erdem, KAGIDER Secretary General Yeşim Sevig, 

KAGIDER Board Members; Esra Bezircioglu, Feyhan Kapralı, Fisun Usta, Güzin İlker, KAGIDER Members; 

Senur Biçer, Nuran Evrensel, Mevlude Uygun, Vennas Akyol, Sedef Çınar, Sibel Aysu and Belgin 

Karaağaç attended. 

 ‘10th Anniversary of Support to Women in Business Conference’ 

KAGIDER Vice President Berrin Kuleli took part as a panelist at the '10th Anniversary of Support to 

Women in the Business World Conference' organized by the European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD). Berrin Kuleli, who took part as a speaker in the panel focusing on women's 

evaluation of the challenges and opportunities that may arise in the upcoming period, emphasized 

that KAGIDER will continue its activities in its 20th year by maintaining its focus on women's 



economic empowerment and their participation in the economy and employment through 

entrepreneurship. Emphasizing the importance KAGIDER attaches to its activities and sustainable 

collaborations, Kuleli stated that the theme of "sustainability" for the entrepreneurship ecosystem 

comes to the fore in the upcoming period. 

KAGIDER& UPS Export Academy, Women Exporters Program with UPS 

           

Women Exporters Program (KİP) that has been conducted in cooperation KAGIDER, KEDV and UPS is a 

training program organized to encourage women entrepreneurs to open their businesses to the World. 

It is aimed that the trainings help participants contribute to sustainable development objectives with 

the addressed subjects covering how to export, logistics management, e-exporting, traditional export, 

and so on. Due to the measures based on the global pandemic, we continue the meetings online. The 

trainings are in the format of seimar/webinar and feature the speech and guidance of key people 

included in the process that can help women develop their skills and expertise in the related subjects. 

As of January 2023, the social media impact of Women Exporters Program has reached 162.000 people 

in total considering the multiplier effect. 

Women Leaders Platform (WLP/KLP) 

Women Leadership Platform is a platform that provides sharing of successful women talent 

management examples in private sector and exchange of views of opinion leaders about this topics in 

regular meetings. Human resources departments, corporate communication departments and senior 

managers of corporations come together for the meetings of Women Leaders Platform. 

Women Leaders Platform has launched in 2014. To work for development of women entrepreneurship 

and leadership in Türkiye; KAGIDER, Turkish Women’s International Network (TurkishWIN) and UPS 

support women employees leadership in the countries they have operations. In 2019 European Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) has become a stakeholder for WLP.  

The 6th Women's Leadership Platform Summit of the WLP was held online this year in collaboration 

with KAGIDER, UPS, EBRD, TurkishWIN and YKKD on February, 2022. 

650 participants from 306 companies shared their ideas at the events of the Women Leaders Platform 

where good practices were shared this year.  



 

KAGIDER was at Globewomen 

KAGIDER President Emine Erdem, KAGIDER Board Member 

Feyhan Kapralı and former President Gulden Turktan 

participated to the 2019 Global Summit of Women in Basel. 

The Summit which is business Summit, whose ‘business’ 

focus is women’s advancement in the global economy has 

been connecting women worldwide since 1990. 

 

KAGIDER Digital Talks 

Women Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye (KAGIDER) started a series of virtual discussions to 

address the current problems of businesses during the pandemic. With the online-held ‘Digital Talks’ 

during the coronavirus period that made remote work more widespread and required people to stay 

home, KAGIDER facilitates discussions on current issues. 28 sessions of the “KAGIDER Digital Talks” 

have been realized as of 2023 and the events will continue to be realised with new speakers and topics. 

 

 

 

KAGIDER’s Parallel event at the 65th session of the NGO CSW took place virtually 

 

KAGIDER organized a virtaul parallel event on 17 March 2021 within the scope of UN NGO CSW65. 

KAGIDER’s ‘’Women in Business Network’’ Project was featured as a good example of providing a 

sustainable model for women to be in a business network, to be involved in the decision-making 

mechanism at a higher level and contribute to the empowerment of women. Under the review theme 

of ‘’women's empowerment and the link to sustainable development’’, the Project outputs that have 

yielded successful results was presented. The panel started with the opening speech of the KAGIDER 



President Emine Erdem continued with the speech of Zehra Zümrüt SELÇUK- The Republic of Türkiye 

Minister for Family, Labour and Social Services as a key note speaker. Other speakers of the panel: 

Virginia Littlejohn – Co-Founder and President of Quantum Leaps, Vanessa Erogbogbo - Chief of the 

Sustainable and Inclusive Value Chains Section and Head of the SheTrades Initiative of ITC,                      

Anna Falth -  Head of Women's Empowerment Principles Secretariat of the UNWomen,                     

Gabriela K. Bogoeska - Executive Director, MIR Foundation, Oya Eroğlu - BUIKAD President,              

Göknur Atalay -  KAISDER President, and Aylin Moralıoğlu - Project Legal Advisor. 

 

Green Business Award 

The aim of the KAGIDER Green Business Award is to highlight and share with large masses the initiatives 

that have made significant impacts by proactively addressing and managing the economic, 

environmental and social impacts of women; to encourage change in society and accelerate the 

transition to sustainable business models by enabling these entrepreneurs to be role models. All 

female entrepreneurs who have transformed into “Green Business Models”, have shares in the 

company and are active in the management of the company can apply for the award. (Women's 

Cooperatives can also apply and the award is given to the president on behalf of the cooperative). As 

of 2022, the 2nd Green Business Award has been arranged. 

 

KAGIDER ‘’4 Questions – 4 Answers Tablet Trainings’’ 

KAGIDER started implementing a new training series on January 18, 2021. ‘’4 Questions – 4 Answers 

Tablet Trainings’’ feature fast and practical information. The most recent sessions are available on 

KAGIDER YouTube channel. 

KAGIDER Economy Talks 

 

KAGIDER ‘Economy Talks’ has been realized with the moderation of KAGIDER Economics Consultant 

Dr. Özlem Derici Şengül. The most recent sessions are available on KAGIDER YouTube channel. 

 “Encouraging Women” 

More than 75 sessions of the “KAGIDER Encouraging Women” have been realized as of 2023 with a 

total number of 74 Women stories, 1 live session and 1 teaser. The events will continue to be realised 

with new speakers and topics. 

Balkan Women Coalition II (2020-2022) 

“Balkan Women Coalition II - Social Start-Up Booster for Supporting Female entrepreneurship in 
Balkans” Project, which started in November 2020, aims to draw attention to the importance of gender 
equality and empower women, especially through social entrepreneurship. 

The project, which was launched in the virtual environment on December 21-22, 2020 within the scope 
of the Covid-19 measures, addresses social entrepreneurship and women’s empowerment in 



particular. The Project is supported within the scope of Erasmus + and its main aim is to close the 
continuous entrepreneurial skills gap and lack of knowledge about social entrepreneurship among 
women, through an innovative approach that brings together women, social entrepreneurship and 
angel investment in a unique programme. 

The partnership of the Project includes women entrepreneurs associations in 7 countries. With Greece 
being the applicant of the project, other project partners other than Türkiye are North Macedonia, 
Bulgaria, Albania, Montenegro and Bosnia-Herzegovina. With the participation of all partners, actions 
towards the project objectives are carried out through virtual and physical meetings, seminars, and 
workshops. 

The second international meeting of the Project was held in Thessaloniki on 24-25 November 2021. 
Project activities is focused on to develop the outputs of the first Balkan Coalition (2012-2014) Project, 
organizing activities to identify and strengthen the status of women in the field of social 
entrepreneurship and to enable women’s learning from each other in a way that will constitute a 
sustainable communication network. 

Balkan Women Coalition II Project Final Meeting in Istanbul and Social Entrepreneurship Trainings 

The final meeting of the "Balkan Women Coalition II- Social Start-Up Booster for Supporting Female 

Entrepreneurship in Balkans" Project, which was funded by the EU under Erasmus+ was finalized with 

a meeting in Istanbul with the participation of international project partners, which was hosted by 

KAGIDER on 18-19 October 2022. 

KAGIDER has been a partner of the Project which has been carried out for 2 years in partnership with 

women entrepreneur associations from Greece, North Macedonia, Bulgaria, Albania, Montenegro and 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. "Social Entrepreneurship Booster Circle" pilot trainings were held in each 

country before the closing meeting of the Project. The trainings that include 7 modules prepared by 

each project partner, will be made available free of charge in English and in partner country languages 

on the elearning.balkancoalition.com website. For detailed information about the Project which aims 

to increase women's social entrepreneurship in the Balkans and raise awareness about social 

entrepreneurship, you can get information from our website: www.elearning.balkancoalition.com 

 

“Empowering Women through Tourism-WE-TOUR” 

“WE-TOUR-Empowering Women through Tourism” Project aims to promote women's 
entrepreneurship through tourism by providing new economic and social opportunities to women in 
the Black Sea region. The partnership include 5 women’s business associations from 5 countries, with 
Greece being the applicant; Türkiye, Bulgaria, Georgia and Armenia are the partners of the WE TOUR 
Project. 

The EU-funded WE TOUR project, which will be carried out between June 2021 and June 2023, aims at 
strengthening, supporting and developing female entrepreneurship through tourism, providing new 
economic and social opportunities to women in the Black Sea Basin area. 

With the WE TOUR project, it is aimed to create a strong partnership in the field of women's 
entrepreneurship not only among the participating organizations, but also between the countries they 
represent. In addition, promoting gender equality in cooperation with non-governmental 
organizations is among the main objectives of the project. In this context, a project meeting was held 

http://www.elearning.balkancoalition.com/


with all the participants in Thessaloniki on 22-23 November 2021. Project trainings and meetings are 
being planned. 

 

Online “Good Business Store” has opened 

An online store is opened for the partipants 

of “Good Business; Women Suppliers in 

Retail Busines” program. Products of 24 

women suppliers are now being sold in the 

store within the biggest e-store with 40 

million customers. During the opening 

speech of the press launch event, KAGIDER 

President Emine Erdem emphasized the 

importance of Access to new markets for 

the growth of women’s businesses.  

KAGIDER was at the Gender and Growth Forum 

KAGIDER participated to the The Chatham House Gender and Growth Forum which brought together 

a group of policymakers, NGO leaders, business leaders, entrepreneurs, activists and academics to 

generate key policy ideas and support the work of the Women 20. The theme of this year’s forum was 

“Shaping the Future We Want” 

 

 

IPRA 2019 Gold Award to KAGIDER 

KAGIDER has achieved significant international success. 

Golden World Award competition which is organized by 

IPRA (International Public Relations Association), KAGIDER’s 

digital education platforms and KAGIDER Compass and My 

Dream Partner have won the golden award. Award will be 

received on 27th of September, 2019 in a ceremony.  

 

KAGIDER Delegation was at Liverpool for “Shetrades” 

KAGIDER was at Liverppol as a strong delegation. 

Approximately 500 participants from 60 countries were at Liverpool for the event.  



 

Three main sessions were held within the context of Shetrades. In one of the sessions, KAGIDER was 

present at the panel where other speakers were Cherie Blair who carries out projects related with 

women rights, Trade Minister of Gambia and UPS President of Global Policies. 

In Shetrades events so far, 80 million dollars of business potential as well as 19 million dollars of trade 

have been realized. KAGIDER members had several B2B meetings during the event. 

“The Role of Women Entrepreneurs in the Future Business Life” panel at European Parliament  

KAGIDER panel with the theme “The Role of Women Entrepreneurs in the Future Business Life” was 

realized in European Parliament in June 19, 2018 hosted by Gesine Meissner, AP ALDE Parliament 

Member, and jointly with WEP (Women Entrepreneurs Platform). The participants followed the 

session carefully, which started with the opening speeches of Gesine Meissner, Sirpa Pietikäinen and 

former president Sanem Oktar. Futurist Ufuk Tarhan was also present and delivered a speech about 

future of work. During the Brussles visit KAGIDER delegates visited parliament members as well as 

various institutions to introduce the projects of association. 

 

 

Participants of “Good Business” program received their certificates 

KAGIDER and Boyner Grup partnered with Bank of America Merrill Lynch Investment Bank and ran the 

“Good Business: Women Suppliers Support Program”. The program known as “Good Business” was 

designed for women entrepreneurs who are operating in retail business excluding sectors food and 

electronics.  



The goal of the program is to support women 

entrepreneurs operating in retail business by supporting 

them to increase their business capacities through 

sustainable business models. It is aimed that women 

entrepreneurs continue to create environmental, social 

and economic value in the long run, ensure continuity of 

their businesses, and improve their competitiveness by 

effective management of resources and costs. The 

scope of the program includes training, participation in 

fairs, meeting with buyers and mentoring and other 

training supports upon request. To be a participant in 

this program woman entrepreneur should own and actively run a retail business in sectors other than 

food and electronics for at least 3 years.  

In 2018 and 2019, 47 women entrepreneurs participated in the program, of these 47 women; some of 

them operate in retail business with their own brands while some operate as suppliers to retailers. The 

program was held online in 2020. So far, 98 female entrepreneurs in total have graduated from the 

Good Business program. 

The project will continue through introducing the women entrepreneurs with the purchasing leaders 

of the companies as well as mentorship programs. An online shop “Good Business Store” is opened to 

support the women’s Access to new markets.  

 

Working Mother, Equal Parenting 

A roundtable meeting session entitled “Working Mother, Equal Parenting” was organized within the 

context of Women Leadership Platform that is organized jointly by KAGIDER, UPS and TurkishWin and 

hosted by TÜSİAD. In the round table meeting, companies such as Danone Türkiye, Ford Otosan, 

Mapfre, BP, EnerjiSA, Eczacıbaşı, Mondalez, Unilever and UPS shared the best practices regarding the 

topic and the challenges they face in the application process. 

 

Angel Investors Meeting 

 

We have organized an Angel Investors Meeting for KAGIDER members who want to become Angel 

Investors or who are looking to get investment. 3 big Angel Investment Networks were invited to 

present the oppurtunities. 

 

 

OECD Women Entrepreneurship Conference 



KAGIDER Secretary General Yeşim Seviğ  attended to OECD Ministerial 

Meeting in Mexico. She participated as a speaker at the panel of 

Women Entrepreneurship Conference.  

 

 

 

KAGIDER International Relations Strategic Group Foreign Trade Workshops  

KAGIDER International Relations Strategy Group organized four 

Foreign Trade Workshops.  First workshop was on International 

Trade incentives and 2nd Foreign Trade Workshop was entitled 

“How to carry your business to global level through foreign funds 

and mergers”. In the third workshop the participants were 

equipped with useful information about incentives on textiles 

export and commercial attaches of France and UK were hosted 

at the fourth “International Business Development Days” 

 

 

KAGIDER Delegation was hosted by NAWBO in New York 

We have joined the special event organized by New York Business Women Association for KAGIDER. 

At the networking event KAGIDER Delegation got the chance to introduce KAGIDER and the projects. 

NAWBO members also introduced themselves and possible business partnerships were discussed 

between the members and the associations.  

 

Women’s Entrepreneurs Association of Türkiye (KAGIDER) – United Nations Visit UN CSW 

Having a special consultancy 
status of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council, 
KAGIDER has been attending to 
the meetings held within the 
United Nations Headquarters in 
New York since 2011 and 
presents one of its successful 
projects that is being 
implemented as a “Good 
Practice from Türkiye” relevant 
to the primary theme.  

 
 
 
 
65th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women meetings were held online 
with the main theme of ‘’women's empowerment and the link to sustainable development’’ in March 
17, 2021. Within the context of the main theme, successes and challenges that are faced on the way 



to achieving the sustainable development goals regarding women and girls were discussed thoroughly 
in the sessions. On the other hand The virtual Side Event of Türkiye aimed to further analyze the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on women and girls and to highlight the important role of national 
authorities and international organizations in addressing the pandemic. Furthermore, it pointed to;  
-Share the best practices among stakeholders and identify what is needed to better value the role of 
women to address the pandemic,  
-Review and highlight the role of SDG’s in the pandemic and identify the challenges to achieve them 
due to the outbreak.    
-Identify new ways to accelerate the empowerment of women and girls in the post-pandemic era in 
light of the lessons learned.  
-Highlight the best practices in combating violence against women and girls in pandemic times,  
-Highlight the key roles and challenges of healthcare and social workers many of whom are women 
working at the frontline.   
 
The 67th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will take place at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York from  March 2023. Representatives of Member States, UN entities, 
and ECOSOC accredited non-governmental organisations (NGOs) from all regions of the world are 
expected to attend the session.   
 
14th Mediterranean Women Entrepreneurs Forum of the Association of Organisations of 
Mediterranean Businesswomen (AFAEMME) 

KAGIDER Vice President Berrin Kuleli attended the 14th Mediterranean Women Entrepreneurs Forum 
of the Association of Organisations of Mediterranean Businesswomen (AFAEMME) in 
Alexandria/Egypt. Berrin Kuleli, who took part as a speaker at the roundtable meeting on "INCREASE 
CREATIVITY BETWEEN WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND SOUTH", talked about 
the activities of KAGIDER, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary. 

 

KAGIDER participated as a speaker to UNIDO session in Women Entrepreneurs Forum in Lisbon in 
October 10-11 organized by Mediterranean Cooperation  

Within the conference, we shared some statistics regarding the industry and shared some significantly 

important Projects such as “Vodafone Smart Village” Project by KAGIDER member and women 

entrepreneur Tülin Akın and “Soma Project” of KAGIDER to the participants from Mediterranean 

countries. 

Nearly more than 300 participants were present in the event from Mediterranean countries whom 

were delegates, members of the parliaments, ministers, authorities, international organizations, 

activists of gender equality, press and young people. Within the conference, parallel sessions were 

held together with B2B meetings within the scope of food technologies fair 

Global Entrepreneurship Week 

During the Global Entrepreneurship Week, celebrated in 170 countries, KAGIDER also participated in 

many events as speakers and shared KAGIDER experience. 

 

KAGIDER was at the Euro-Med Women's Rights Conference in Cairo 



At the Euro-Med Women's Rights CSOS Conference held in Cairo, KAGIDER took part in a working group 

on "Issues preventing women from entering the labor market equally and policies to provide 

opportunities" 

Türkiye's Women Entrepreneur Competition Awards 

Since 2006 KAGIDER organizes "Türkiye's Women Entrepreneurs Awards" in collaboration with Garanti 

Bank and Economist magazine. In 2018 and 2019 8 women entrepreneur were awarded in 4 categories: 

Women Entrepreneur of the year, Social Entrepreneur, Promising Entrepreneur and Women 

Entrepreneur impacting the region. 

KAGIDER participated to the High-level Economic Dialogue between the EU and Türkiye 

The High-level Economic Dialogue (HLED) meetings between the EU and Türkiye were held in Brussels 

and Istanbul. The HLED is intended to support high level meetings that began on 29 November 2015 

between the two sides and the political dialogue meetings, as a useful platform also in view of the 

accession process. The HLED aims to contribute to the further enhancement of economic relations and 

creates a business platform to bring business circles together 

Female Digital Starters Weekend on Women and Cybersecurity 

As part of its in Qube female digital accelerator, the Digital Leadership Institute and KAGIDER organised 

Female digital starters weekend (9-10 December) on “Women and Cybersecurity” with the aim of 

bringing together teen and adult women to provide them with the skills, resources and access to 

expertise necessary to inspire them to take up digital entrepreneurship. 

Femmes chefs d'entreprises mondiales (FCEM) World Congress 

KAGIDER participated at Femmes chefs d'entreprises mondiales (FCEM) World Congress in Rome-Italy 

in 2017 and in Moscow in 22-25 October, 2018. Program of the congress included sustaining the 

existing dialogues, evaluations on difficulties as well as new opportunities, sharing experiences and 

meetings with internationally successful women entrepreneurs. 

In Rome The Former President of KAGIDER made a speach at the Congress and held the flag for hosting 

the event in Türkiye in 2020. 

In the 65th FCEM World Congress, World Congress that will take place in Peru in 2019 was introduced. 

KAGIDER delegation also visited Turkish Republic Ambassador of Moscow Hüseyin Lazip Diriöz at his 

office and stated the willingness of any support to show in order to increase the commercial activities 

held in Russia by KAGIDER members. 

WOMEN'S ENTREPRENEURSHIP INDEX TÜRKIYE - Research Report 2019 

"Women's Entrepreneurship Index Study in Türkiye" survey was realized with the contributions of 

KAGIDER and Türk Tuborg A.Ş. and shared with the public. For the research that aimed at 

understanding the profile of women entrepreneurs and to evaluate their experiences, motivations and 

difficulties in starting a business; 438 women entrepreneurs who are mainly members of KAGIDER 

were interviewed. 

 

 

Women Entrepreneur Talks 



KAGIDER organized "Women Entrepreneur Talks" in cooperation with Garanti Partners in order to get 

expert opinions on how to better use the incentives and support announced for entrepreneurs. The 

members received the information on a wide range of topics, such as the company models, 

recruitment of management staff, sustainable accounting systems, tax planning and investment 

incentives. 

 

KAGIDER Organized the second International Conference on Women Entrepreneurship with the 

Ministry of Economy  

KAGIDER Organized the second International 

Conference on Women Entrepreneurship with the 

Ministry of Economy under theme “Developing Türkiye 

with Women Entrepreneurs; New Oppurtunities, New 

Horizons”. The conference started with the opening 

speeches of KAGIDER President, The Minister of Family 

and Social Policies and The Minister of Economy.  

During the conference 5 panels were organized on 

“access to finance”, “access to markets”, “e-trade”, 

“Women entreprenuers in the Turkish World” and “Women entrepreneurs in Anatolia”. At each panel 

challenges, solutions ideas and good practices were discussed by opinion leaders from public and 

private sector, Government and NGOs.   

Around 350 participated to the Conference, and women entrepreneurs from 18 countries were 

present.  

At the opening speech KAGIDER President emphasized the importance of social care services, public 

procurement, tax incentives to support women entrepreneurship in Türkiye 

  

KAGIDER Called For Higher Levels of Women Employment in the Automotive Industry in World 
Automotive Conference 

KAGIDER President delivered a speech in the panel entitled “Women in Automotive Industry” held in 

October 4-5, 2018 as a part of the 5th World Automotive Conference in Istanbul. 

 

Within the panel, the role of women in the automotive industry was discussed together with the 

applications of the participant companies on the way to attain equal opportunities for men and 

women. During the panel information on KAGIDER’s Equal Opportunity Model Certificate was shared. 
 

Meeting With Women Entrepreneurs Delegation From Brunie 

 

KAGIDER International Relations Strategy Group hosted the delegation of women entrepreneurs 

from Brunie and informed them about the projects of KAGIDER.   

 



KAGIDER Organized the 5th Women Vendors Forum And Exhibition 

 

Women entrepreneurs gathered in Istanbul to talk and do business. Global leaders, governments and 

the private sector need to do more to ensure that women are enabled to participate in global trade. 

This was the shared message from speakers at the Women Vendors Exhibition and Forum (WVEF), 

more than 400 participants from over 50 countries, representing governments, international 

organizations and the private sector, attended the event organized by the International Trade Centre 

(ITC) in collaboration with KAGIDER. 

In addition to roundtables focusing on finding solutions to challenges facing women in trade, several 

hundred business-to-business meetings were held between vendors and buyers. More than 400 

women-owned businesses and women entrepreneurs from 

Europe, Africa, Asia and 

Latin America 

participated to the event. 

They met representatives 

from more than 50 

prospective buyers, 

including Axa Insurance, 

Garanti Bank, IKEA, 

Microsoft, Deloitte and 

UPS, with a view to 

striking business deals. 

 

The two-day event also featured a series of inspirational sessions covering issues such as financing, 

attracting investors, contract negotiations and how to use data in decision-making. 

More than 1,000 business-to-business meetings were held between women entrepreneurs and buyers 

during the two-day event, which led to US$ 10 million worth of business leads. 

“Buy from Women then Wins the Country” Campaign Launch 

8 March 2017- Every year we launch a campaign on International Working Women’s Day and this year 

we made an announcements as “for Powerful Women! Powerful Türkiye!” “Buy from Women then 

Wins the Country”. If woman works and participates production, she provides job opportunities for 

more women. Economically empowered woman contributes more both to family and the society. 



KAGIDER mentored the board of Women entrepreneurs platform in Pakistan and participated to the 

launch of WE-NET 

In order to increase and support Pakistani Women 

entrepreneurs Trade, Ms. Yasmin Hyder initaited 

the Women entrepreneurs platform in Pakistan. 

KAGIDER gave mentoring to 6 borad members 

and shared KAGIDER experience. The next day 

was the official launch of WE-NET supported by 

the World Bank and KAGIDER Secretary General 

was one of the speakers at the launch event.  

 

 

Seminar “Women’s participation in the workforce in Türkiye and the EU: The other side of the 

mirror”  

Seminar titled “Women’s participation in the workforce in Türkiye and the EU: The other side of the 

mirror” was hosted by S&D, MEP Kati Piri, co-organised with KAGIDER and European Parliament 

Türkiye Forum, with the support of Women 

Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) on 21st of June 

at the European Parliament. During the seminar 

Former President of KAGIDER Sanem Oktar, 

shared information on the female employment 

rate which was less than half of male employment 

rate. She stated that “In Türkiye the employment 

rate of population aged 15 and over was 46%; this 

rate was 65% for males and 27.5% for females in 

2015. As Türkiye has the lowest female labour 

force participation rate among OECD countries, 

increasing female participation in the workforce 

is one of the most effective levers for GDP growth 

for Türkiye. If Türkiye were to increase its female labour force participation rate to OECD average of 

63%, it would boost the country’s GDP by ~20% by 2025. According to EU 2020 Strategy One of EU-

level headline targets is to raise to 75% the employment rate for women and men (aged 20–64) by 

2020. We believe that setting goals that we can empower women with strong policies backed with 

legislation requires commitment and implementation at all level. Oktar has also stressed that KAGIDER 

believes in the EU accession process and Türkiye’s full membership to the EU. She said that “Women 

in the EU and Türkiye have already been working together hand in hand for decent work, better 

regulation and implementation of gender equality at all levels. We share the same issues, same 

challenges and problems as we share the solutions and actions to overcome those challenges. Now we 

have to work even more, together with our institutions and all the actors to move forward to achieve 

our goals. Continuing accession negotiations and opening chapters should be our first priority.” 

At her speech, Co-Founder of KAGIDER and WEPs Business Advocate Ms Nur GER stated important 

points: “I was part of the Customs Union Delegation as the President of the TCMA (1994-1996). EU and 

Türkiye, whom were sitting on the opposite sides of the table up to Customs Union, had the 

opportunity to sit side by side when it came into force. EU's biased policy towards Turkish full 

membership combined with Türkiye's unwillingness of doing its homework, brought us to a deadlock. 



Modernization of the Customs Union might be a new opportunity of generating a new climate which 

would eventually lead to opening new chapters of the negotiation. We will remember Helmut Kohl 

with full respect as a visionary founding figure of European Union as well as as a person whom enabled 

unification of East and West German. Both European Union and Türkiye, we need young visionaries of 

Mr Kohl’s spirit. As European women have played a crucial role in transforming their societies at 60’s 

and 70’s, today we are in the same position as Turkish Women. Gender equality and putting women 

in the workplace are indispensable for a country’s economic prosperity and development.  Let us 

imagine for a minute that today as EU and TÜRKIYE we would have been able to agree on inclusion of 

a new chapter "Gender equality in Türkiye" and agree to start negotiating only this chapter. That 

climate would be sufficient to generate economic and social turmoil which would eventually lead to 

re-opening of the other chapters.  

 

KAGIDER was invited to Rome for W7 (Women7) As a Part of G7 

At G7, which is a summit gathering 7 major developed and industrialized countries and the EU, a 

parallel event that is W7 was held in Rome for the first time. KAGIDER was the only association 

participating the meeting from Türkiye.   At the W7 summit, proposals were made to be presented to 

G7 leaders in support of women's empowerment, economy and participation in business. Among the 

issues specifically addressed in the meeting were the problems of education, health services and 

women refugees. 

 

KAGIDER and UNDP Meeting 

As KAGIDER delegation, we got together with the 

Former Prime Minister of New Zealand and 

Former President of UNDP, Helen Clark.  

 

 

 

 

 

KAGIDER meets Academia 

In terms of the events of KAGIDER Societal Impact 

Strategy Group, Prof. Dr. İpek İlkkaracan was the 

first guest with the topic of “Purple Economy”, 

where Prof. Dr. İpek İlkkaracan meets with the 

members on Monday, December 24, 2018. 

 

 



KAGIDER Was at Berlin, Buenos Aires and Tokyo for W20 

W20 was held on 24 – 26 April at Berlin as a part of G20. 

KAGIDER committee which includes KAGIDER’s Former 

President Sanem Oktar, KAGIDER’s Honorary Board 

member Gülden Türktan, KAGIDER’s Secretary General 

Yeşim Seviğ, and KAGIDER’s Ankara Representative 

Sinem Ulutürk attended the Summit. 

 

Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel, Queen of the 

Netherland Maxima, the President of the IMF Christine 

Lagarde, and adviser of the US president Ivanka Trump 

attended the meeting. At the end of the meeting, 

“Communique of 2017 W20 Germany” was shared with 

Angela Merkel. The communique includes 

“Participation to Labor Market”, “Financial 

Comprehensiveness”, “Digitalization”, and “Empowerment of W20” for sustainable growth. 

W20 was opened during Türkiye’s term at 2015 to raise the participation of women into the economy 

for G20 countries and W20 presidency and its secretariat was given to KAGIDER for this term. Also, 

KAGIDER was the host of W20 summit at that time. 

After the Summit, the KAGIDER committee visited Türkiye’s Germany ambassador Ali Kemal Aydın and 

shared about W20 and future projects of KAGIDER.  

Following the W20 Summit in 2017,  in Germany, 2018 

W20 Summit was held in Buenos Aires in October 1-3, 

2018.  First communique of W20 was prepared in the 

leadership of KAGIDER, with cooperation of NGOs with the 

delegates of the participant nations. In the Communique 

released in 2018, in which KAGIDER actively consult through 

written and verbal means, there were 4 main topics as 

Participation to the Workforce, Digital Participation, 

Financial Participation and Women in Rural Areas. In 

addition, KAGIDER also shared suggestions and opinions 

which were gathered from women who are working at NGOs 

and academicians in Türkiye in the meeting in Argentina. W20 Argentina Communique Policy 

Recommendation document was presented to President of Argentina, Maurizo Marci. 

W20 meeting in 2019 took place in Tokyo on March 23 and KAGIDER participated to the meeting with 

their strong delegates. The W20 Tokyo Communique was submitted to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on 

March 23rd. After the Summit, KAGIDER delegates visited Tokyo Ambassador of the Türkiye Hasan 

Murat Mercan.  

KAGIDER was at Hamburg for C20 Summit 

KAGIDER’s Former Vice President Emine Erdem and KAGIDER’s General Secretary Yeşim Seviğ was at 

Hamburg to attend Germany meeting of C20, which we were executive committee member during 

Türkiye’s presidency term of G20 at 2015. After the summit, which was held with the slogan of “A 

livable world for all, the world we want” communique of C20 delivered to Chancellor of Germany 

Angela Merkel. 



KAGIDER attended to 10th Mediterranean Women Entrepreneurs Forum in Amman   

KAGIDER  attended to 10th Mediterranean 
Women Entrepreneurs Forum in Amman, 
which was held between October 2-October 
3, 2018 with the main aim of informing about 
the progress and opportunities in the SMEs. 
 
The forum was hosted by Amman Chamber 
of Commerce, with the support of 
Mediterranean Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry and Barcelona Chamber of 
Commerce, and organized together by 
Jordan Forum of Business and Professional Women and Association of Organizations of Mediterranean 
Business Women. 

The main theme of the forum was the role of women in STEM (Science, Technology, Economy and 
Maths) this year. The organization of AFAEMME, in which KAGIDER is also a delegate, will be held in 
Istanbul in 2020. 

KAGIDER represented Türkiye in MIKTA Event in Geneva 

Permanent Representative has informed that with the title of “MIKTA Member”, an authorized person 
from KAGIDER was chosen to be representing Türkiye in the workshop entitled “Women in the Global 
Value Chain” that is organized in Geneva on October 1, 2018 as MIKTA (Mexico, Indonesia, South 
Korea, Türkiye and Australia) Event.  

 
The event was organized with the initiatives of Korea Permanent Representative within World Trade 
Organization. Accordingly, KAGIDER Board Member and Former International Relations Strategy Group 
President Itır Aykut delivered a speech in the workshop where concurrent examples and experiences 
were shared regarding the role of women in Geneva with the invitation of the Permanent 
Representative. 

 
UN Women NY Chapter and KAGIDER panel during 61st UN CSW: Connecting the Continents 

Every year, the Commission on the Status of Women shines a spotlight on the global pervasiveness of 

gender injustice, but what is even more important is the groundswell of advocacy and inspiration 

needed to combat it. On the evening of March 16, the Metro NY chapter ignited just that. 

Our Connecting the Continents panel and 

networking event brought together a diverse 

group of influential Turkish and US 

entrepreneurs and businesswomen. Honorary 

guests included the leaders and graduates of 

KAGIDER, a world-renowned Turkish 

organization that trains young women through 

an educational, employment, and 

entrepreneurship program. 

 



 

The event was hosted at the boldly 

feminist Pen and Brush gallery, 

where the walls were adorned 

with Michela Martello’s new 

exhibit The Future is Goddess, 

setting the tone for the rich panel 

discussion. Panelists reflected on 

their journeys as trailblazing 

innovators, shared insights behind 

their successes, and illustrated 

how overcoming cultural barriers 

in any endeavor can be as much a 

universal certainty as it is a struggle – you just need the right support, resources, and above all, positive 

attitude, to get there. 

Despite acknowledging the fact that women-owned businesses worldwide are (on average) smaller 

than men’s, and women of color’s businesses being disproportionately even smaller, the panelists left 

each other and their guests feeling empowered with their invaluable business shortcuts and snippets 

of life wisdom. Gunver encapsulated the essence of the night: “As women we truly need one another 

to believe in each other. Because once we find just one other woman who believes in us, it gives us 

the courage we need.”  

Wanting to become an entrepreneur always has been, and is considered, a “crazy” endeavor. But the 

one thing that’s changed exponentially is the access to that encouragement through digital 

networking. So if these inspiring women were able to pioneer their paths with far fewer resources and 

role models, and less technology than is available today, this next generation can do it too. 

Through the incalculable value of social media and unrelenting determination, Zeynep Begum Oder 

(the first of now 500 graduates from KAGIDER) shared her story as a shining example: “Even if you 

were born in a small city, even if you don’t speak perfect English and have an accent like me, even if 

you are an immigrant, this shouldn’t be an excuse for you not to achieve your dreams. Believe in the 

power of women and don’t give up your dreams.” 

 

KAGIDER Delagation at Freja Forum in Sweden and Bosnia Herzigovina 

KAGIDER delegation participated Sweden and Bosnia Herizgovina the meetings of Freja Forum which 

aims to increase the role of non-governmental organizations within the countries in the EU 

membership path. We participated as speakers in the panels together with the members of KAGIDER. 

As a non-governmental organization, we shared our strategy, views on gender equality, the necessities 

and good practices for the region's economic development.  

 

 

 

 



Women Leaders of Technology Awards  

Women Leaders of Technology Awards has been initiated with the cooperation of Microsoft Türkiye 

and KAGIDER and Aydın Doğan Foundation. The project, which is the first technological program aiming 

to award women, gives chance to women of all ages and all occupational groups from secondary school 

and high school students to professional managers. With this way, the project dynamizes sector and 

women in economy. Women Leaders of Technology Awards were given in 9 categories.  

The categories: 

1. Successful Woman Educator of the Year  

2. Successful woman CIO of the year  

3. Woman Leader Making Difference in Information  

4. Successful Woman Software Developer  

5. Successful Women Entrepreneur  

6. Women Leader Beyond the Barriers 

7. Women Leader Making a Difference in Cloud Computing 

8. Young Technology Star 

9. Future Technology Star Candidate 

 

Purchasing Managers meet Women Suppliers 

With the cooperation of Supply Chain Management Association (TEDAR) and KAGIDER, “Purchasing 

Panel” was held on January 15, 2019, hosted by QNB Finansbank. 

 

In the event, purchasing managers of Betek Boya, Şişecam, Bosch, Siemens, BSH, Karadeniz Holding, 

Borusan Holding, QNB Finansbank and ÜNSPED delivered presentations and emphasized the principles 

that they give importance in supplier selection while considering the long-lasting and sustainable 

relations. 

 

The event attracted huge attention and we can summarize the headlines that should be paid 

attention in supplier selection as follows: 

• Price performance, service satisfaction index, delivery performance 

• Decision of continuing working with the current supplier upon the evaluations 

• Firms pay attention to having enough and competent suppliers the sub category groups  
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Power of Technology for entrepreneurial women project” launch 

Introductory Meeting of "Technological Power to Women Entrepreneur" was Held at Levent 

Avantgarde Hotel. Hepsiburada, who is the leader of technological transformation in Türkiye put the 

project of Technological Power to Women Entrepreneur into practice to support and contribute 

women in the economy. Hepsiburada started this journey with the motto of “Existence of successful 

women in life is the warranty of our future” and Hepsiburada gives its advantages and technological 

power to women who have an enterprise idea or who want to maximize her enterprise by e-

commerce. 

To share the details of the project of “Technological Power to Women Entrepreneur” - which gives 

chance to women entrepreneur to open an online shop with zero cost and also for having more voice 

in economy - a Marketplace Meeting was held on 10th of May at Levent Avantgarde Hotel with the 

cooperation of KAGIDER and Hepsiburada.  In the meeting, a speech was made by KAGIDER about 

being close to information and also customer by means of technology. 

 

B2B Meetings of Women Entrepreneurs were Held in Izmir 

B2B Meetings of Women Entrepreneurs were held in Izmir with the cooperation of KAGIDER and 

Garanti Bank. The meeting, which was held on 12th of May at Swissotel Grand Efes Izmir started with 

the speeches of Deputy Minister of Economy Fatih Metin, Deputy General Manager of Garanti Bank 

Cemal Onaran, and Former President of KAGIDER Sanem Oktar. 

The meeting, which aims to provide new cooperations by getting into new markets for women 

entrepreneurs, who are the impetus of the Turkish economy gathered many women entrepreneurs 

from different sectors. Attendees, who got chance to meet women entrepreneurs from their own 

sectors by connecting accelerated business network, had the opportunity to present their goods and 

services during the event. In addition, e-commerce, digital marketing, and patterns of payment in 

international trade were shared for development and sustainability of business of women 

entrepreneurs. 

 

 

 

 

 

KAGIDER emphasized the importance of women entrepreneurs once again: “Empowered woman 

would rise the prosperity of her family and children. A country in which women have a strong place in 

the society and a country which has gender equality in its society would rise its prosperity.”  



Türkiye- UN Consultation committee meeting-Brussels 

KAGIDER Delegation has met with different institutions to 

share KAGIDER’s agenda and work on women’s 

empowerment and EU accession process. The delegation 

met with Cheryl Miller the founder of Digital Leadership 

Institute and exchange views on their activities and further 

cooperation models. The delegation also met with 

Ambassador Faruk Kaymakçı Permanent Representative of 

Türkiye to the European Institutions and exchanged views of 

EU - Türkiye accession process. Ambassador has also 

attended the seminar in the morning that took place in the 

European Parliament and shared his opinion on the importance of women’s participation to economic, 

political and social life. Finally the delegation has also met with the Mr Maciej Popowski, Deputy 

Director-General for Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations and shared their views on 

the importance of EU accession process for women in Türkiye and stated that Türkiye should be a full 

member of the EU and we are looking forward to continue the negotiations by opening chapters and 

moving forward with the modernisation of Customs Union Agreement. 

 

Georgia Global Business Forum 

15 September 2017- the Former Vice President of 

KAGIDER at the Global Business Forum in Georgia Zehra 

Güngör shared KAGIDER and her work with participants in 

the main theme talk "Supporting and Developing Women 

Entrepreneurship". In addition to this, he participated as 

a panelist in the "Intercultural Communication" panel. 

Former Vice President of KAGIDER Zehra Güngör and 

Board Member Feyhan visited the Ambassador Levent 

Gümrükçü in Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia for the Global 

Business Forum. 

Women Leaders of the Future-Adana 

In order to increase the participation of young women in economic and social life, we built a 

partnership with Sanofi 7 years ago. We held trainings in Adana this year with the participation of 100 

young women. The number of young women graduating from the training program reached 600. 

 

“Thanks Mum, You are Working” campaign with Danone 

According to the outcomes of Danone Türkiye 2015 research on 

working mothers, only 9 percent of all companies in Türkiye have 

lactation rooms. KAGIDER and Danone Türkiye have launched "The 

lactation rooms are not luxury but necessity” campaign. 

 

 



 

15th year Celebration 

KAGIDER celebrated its 15th year with a special 

premiere night. In addition to the leaders and 

representatives of the public, private sector and non-

governmental organizations, a ceremony was held to 

thank KAGIDER's business partner, Garanti Bank, and 

its presidents who have been in office since the 

establishment of KAGIDER. In the meantime, it was 

also introduced to the documentary, prepared by Wise 

TV, specifically for the 15th year, and the book 

"Inspiring Women" by journalist Elif Ergu. 

"We have signed many firsts in the 15 years that we 

have left behind as an association. Thousands of projects have changed the lives of tens of thousands 

of women have had a dream. I believe that the positive stamp that we are collecting in the coming 

period will grow and become stronger. KAGIDER has a very important service to Türkiye that I think has 

been one of our most important achievements. At a time when the concept of entrepreneurship in 

Türkiye has just begun to be understood, we have brought together the words 'women' and 

'entrepreneur'. 

Türkiye’s Woman Enterpreneurs 

Competition  

Since 2006 “Türkiye's Woman 

Entrepreneur Competition” has been 

organized by KAGIDER Garanti Bank, 

and the Ekonomist Magazine. The 

objective is to boost the business and 

social entrepreneurship spirit of 

women in our country, and help their 

numbers grow to global levels. 

 

Within the scope of the competition, projects and success stories of women who do business 

throughout Türkiye are considered. Encouraging women entrepreneurs and publicizing their success 

stories to set an example for women all over Türkiye is aimed for. 

 

The number of women who applied to the contest was just 103 in 2007, while in 2015 the number has 

reached to a total of 32.000. This shows the entrepreneurship interest and the potential among Turkish 

women. 

 

 

 

 

 



KAGIDER Panel at the European Parliament and KAGIDER Delegation visits at Brussels 

“Digitalisation of Women Entrepreneurship and Growing Opportunities for All” seminar hosted by MEP 

Gesine MEISSNER and organized by KAGIDER on Tuesday, 18th October at the European Parliament.  

Mrs Lowri EVANS, Director-General of DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, 

stressed in her speech that everything is 

digitalised and every sector needs tech and 

digitalisation and women need to have skills 

together with opportunities. She also 

highlighted the WEGate platform. 

During KAGIDER’s visit to Brussels KAGIDER 

delegation had a series of meetings with the 

membes of the European Parliament and 

European Commision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Ideas Strong Women Project Closing Meeting   

On January 19 KAGIDER organized its closing meeting for the three-year 

running Young Ideas Strong Women Project. The project report, including 

the aim and objectives of the project and its results, was presented. The 

project focused on the role of technology in improving and supporting 

women’s role in economy, employment and social environments.   

 

KAGIDER Participated in the National Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Conference  

On January 22, KAGIDER attended the National Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Conference in Adana 

hosted by the Çukurova Development Agency and the International Entrepreneurship Centre. The 

conference brought together up to 100 groups representing private and public organizations, 

businesses, universities, civil society agencies and networks with a focus on growing regional and 

national entrepreneurial networks while fostering national and international business partnerships.  

 

KAGIDER at Davos  

KAGIDER’s was present at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland in 2016. Former President 

Ms. Oktar participated in a series of meetings with Ernst & Young titled “Women 3: The Power of 3” 

focusing on gender equality and women’s economic empowerment in the business world. The 

meetings also saw the participation of Chatham House as well as other notable women business 

leaders.   



KAGIDER met members of the Iranian Diplomat’s Wives Association   

KAGIDER’s International Relations Strategy Committee and KAGIDER Board Members met 

representatives from the Iranian Diplomat’s Wives Association. KAGIDER Secretary General and board 

member, presented the projects and activities of KAGIDER to the diplomat’s wives while highlighting 

the potential for future collaboration with women entrepreneurs in Iran. Women Leadership Platform 

with TurkishWin and UPS Türkiye The Women Leadership Platform took place on at the Sofa Hotel in 

Istanbul with a focus on building business partnerships between women board members. The event 

included the sharing of best practices from the private sector and on the topic of strengthening women 

in management.   

 

Encouraging Women Entrepreneurship with KAGIDER and the Turkish Ministry of Economy  

KAGIDER, together with the Turkish Economic Minister, 

held a conference on “Encouraging Women 

Entrepreneurship” aimed at supporting women 

entrepreneurs in Türkiye and globally. The two panels, 

“Country Practices in Women Entrepreneurship” and 

“Promoting and Supporting Young Women as 

Entrepreneurs by Mentoring” featured a number of 

notable individuals from the non-profit and private 

sector who shared their ideas and best practices.   

 

KAGIDER and Vodafone Present the Women First in Soma Education and Production Center at the 

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women   

At the 60th United Nations Commission on the Status of Women KAGIDER presented its Women First 

in Soma Education and Production Centre Project in partnership with Vodafone Türkiye and the Soma 

Municipality. The panel opened with a speech by UNDP Administrator, Helen Clark, focusing on the 

need to decrease the gender gap and increase women’s participation in the labour force. Arancha 

Gonzalez, Executive Director of the 

International Trade Centre, pointed to 

the market as being crucial for women 

vendors where more public procurement 

should be used to unleash the economic 

potential of women entrepreneurs. 

Vodafone Türkiye CEO, Gökhan Öğüt, 

spoke about the use of technology as a 

means of closing the gender gap and 

empowering women in rural areas.   

 

 

 

 



International Women’s Day Event with KAGIDER and Garanti Bank   

On March 8, Garanti Bank together with KAGIDER 

held an event for International Women’s Day. 

KAGIDER and Garanti Bank introduced the 

International Trade Center’s Women Vendor’s 

Forum and Exhibition to be held in Istanbul. The 

event also featured a panel on “Opening New 

Markets for Women Entrepreneurs” featuring 

representatives from Galatasary University, Garanti 

Bank, WeConnect and success stories from 

successful women entrepreneurs.   

 

KAGIDER’s Visit to Washington DC 

 

KAGIDER’s Visit to Washington On 21 March KAGIDER 

members visited Washington with visits to the Turkish 

Embassy where they met the Turkish Ambassador. In 

addition, they made visits to the House of the 

Republicans, the office of the US Small Business and 

Administration and met with representatives of the 

W20 engagement group.   

 

 
 
KAGIDER welcomed the Mongolian business women  
 

KAGIDER welcomed a committee of members 
from The Women Entrepreneurs Union of the 
Mongolian National Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. The meeting was hosted by KAGIDER 
board members and attendees were informed 
about KAGIDER projects.  

 
The Women Leadership Platform gathered under the theme of “Women and the Y Generation in the 
Business Life"  
 
The Women Leadership Platform initiated by the partnership of KAGIDER, TurkishWIN and UPS 
gathered under the theme of "Women and the Y Generation in the Business Life" on April 12. The 
meeting began with an introductory speech from KAGIDER’s board member Bahar Kayserilioğlu and 
the founder of TurkishWIN and she stated “The Y Generation is creative and questioning. If we say that 
they are quickly bored of their job this will repress the creativity or we will be deprived from it. It is our 
responsibility as institutions to correctly channel the enthusiasm and energy of young people”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



KAGIDER met with women entrepreneurs from Tajikistan  
 
KAGIDER welcomed a committee of representatives from public institutions, private sectors and civil 
society that conduct their work at the UN Women office in Tajikistan. The committee visited and 
analyzed public and private institutions that support women entrepreneurs in Türkiye. 
 
KAGIDER was in China for the W20 meetings  
 
KAGIDER represented by Yeşim Seviğ, the General Secretary attended from May 24th-27th the 
Women-20 (W20) meetings in Xi'an hosted by the Chinese government which launched during the 
Turkish Presidency of the G20 in 2015.  
 
KAGIDER Vice President at the Financial Times Türkiye Summit 2016  

 
KAGIDER’s Former Vice President Zehra Güngör, attended as a speaker the Financial Times Summit 

which was held in Istanbul on May 25th. On the “The Corporate Front” panel moderated by Mehul 

Srivastava the Financial Times Türkiye correspondent, Zehra Güngör alongside with the 500 Istanbul 

Founding Partner Rina Onur, Turkish Women’s International Network Founder & Curator Melek 

Pulatkonak and IFC Türkiye Country Manager Aisha Williams emphasized the importance of women 

entrepreneurs and SMEs. She said “"There are 3.9 m SMEs in Türkiye, 99.8% of privately owned 

companies are SMEs. Women entrepreneurs promise a significant potential for SMEs”. 

 
KAGIDER was selected as 3rd most admired organization among 13 associations with the 

participation of workers of Up Group Foundation of Multinet firm that carried out in France, Türkiye, 

Romania and Morocco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Türkiye Kadın Girişimciler Derneği Büyükdere Caddesi, No: 199, Şişli 

Tel: (0212) 266 82 61, Fax: (0212) 266 82 65 

KAGIDER@KAGIDER.org 

www.KAGIDER.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/turkiyekadingirisimcilerdernegi  

https://twitter.com/KAGIDER  

@KAGIDER_   

 https://www.youtube.com/user/KAGIDER1  

                                https://www.linkedin.com/company/kagider  

https://www.facebook.com/turkiyekadingirisimcilerdernegi
https://twitter.com/kagider
https://www.instagram.com/kagider_
https://www.youtube.com/user/kagider1
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